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The Viennese are still waltzing
But they fret that the :1:;:]:_“13'-; scon be stopping

‘[ ]sw-. ISOLA FELICE, @ happy island, is
how Pope Paul Vicalled Austriain

1971 during a visit of the country’s then
F*F-'.‘thf:nt to the Vatican. In lateryears

‘he pope’s dictum became Die insel der
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HE picturesque Alpine republic
|1'I|~.l:'|j '.,'L;L;',._'-:-
iabsl burg

renerons welfare
empire's rich cultural
:‘«-i'l’.‘-L’r.-{."-!i"l‘rli'i'- nandother
o rumpiions foods, and some of the
ioest classical musicin the world.
Theinexorable riseof Austria's far-

Fight Freedom Party which, the pollssay,
1s now the country’s strongest party by a
long chalk, suggests that a sizeable
chunk of Austrians fear that their way of
life, prosperity and safety are under
threat. Yet Austrians remain the most
smugly satisfied with life in the Euro-
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| pean Union (EU), whereas their big Ger-
| man neighbours are the second-saddest,
according to a newly published survey by
Eurostat, the EU’s statistics agency. Aus-
trians rated theirsatisfaction with'life in
2022 0n average at 7.9 on a scale of one to
ten, compared with just 6.5 for their big
German neighbours and 5.6 for Bulgari-
ans, the gloomiest of the lot. Poles, Ro-
manians and Finns, with a scoreof 7.7,
are joint second-jolliestafter Ausina.
Austrians and Germans face the same
big challenges; including the cost-of=
living crisis, an ageing population, illegal
| immigration and increasing social polar-
isation. Yet Austriais doing betieran
several counts that lift the national
mood, Its national railways are efficient
and-affordable compared with the over=
crowded, chronicallyunpurnctual disas-
ter that:is Deutsche Bahn. Big chunksof
Austria’s public administration; in-
cluding its health service, have been
digitised, while Germany is far behind.
Austria’s economy is forecast to grow
this year, whereas Germany's is forecast
to remain in recession. And in November
Austria beat Germany at football.

Vienna isa symbol of the country’s
post-war rebirth asa prosperous, wel-
coming place, whereas Berlin is edgier
‘and dirtier than the restof Germany. In
anannual index by the Economist In~
telligence Unit, a sister company of The
Economist, Vienna retained its crown in

2023 asthe world's most liveable city.
1730f themin a range of categﬂn
nemnéluﬁmghealth care, culture, envi-
mnment, edueatmn and mfr&sthtllIEa
ve ’ﬁ.{mnna EEEIi}F full mﬁ{ks,
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